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Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

February 4, 1881 


Sir: 


The Department is frequently in the receipt of inquiries relative to the number of silver 
dollars struck in 1878, on which the eagle had eight tail feathers. 


In order that I may be enabled to correctly reply, please inform me the date of the change 
in the die and the approximate number of pieces struck before the change was made. My 
impression is that the first dies sent to the Western Mints bore eight feathers also. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. Mint U.S. Phila. 


